December 9, 2003

to Taxes on Income, signed at Wash-
ington on November 6, 2003, together
with a Protocol and an exchange of
notes (the ‘“‘Convention’’). I also trans-
mit, for the information of the Senate,
the report of the Department of State
concerning the Convention.

This Convention would replace the
Convention between the United States
of America and Japan for the Avoid-
ance of Double Taxation and the Pre-
vention of Fiscal Evasion with respect
to Taxes on Income, signed at Tokyo
on March 8, 1971.

This Convention, which is similar to
tax treaties between the United States
and other developed nations, provides
rules specifying the circumstances
under which income that arises in one
of the countries and is derived by resi-
dents of the other country may be
taxed by the country in which income
arises, providing for maximum source-
country withholding tax rates that
may be applied to various types of in-
come and providing for protection from
double taxation of income. The pro-
posed Convention also provides rules
designed to ensure that the benefits of
the Convention are not available to
persons that are engaged in treaty
shopping. Also included in the proposed
Convention are rules necessary for ad-
ministering the Convention.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
this Convention, and that the Senate
give its advice and consent to the rati-
fication of the Convention.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 9, 2003.

——
APPOINTMENTS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic Leader and pursuant to Public
Law 108-79, appoint the following indi-
vidual: Guastavus Adolphus Puryear,
IV, of Tennessee, to the National Pris-
on Rape Reduction Commission for a
term of 2 years.

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, after consultation with
the Majority Leader and pursuant to
Public Law 108-79, appoints the fol-
lowing individuals to the National
Prison Rape Reduction Commission:
James Evan Aiken, of North Carolina,
and Cindy Struckman-Johnson of
South Dakota.

The Chair, on behalf of the Demo-
cratic Leader, pursuant to Public Law
108-132, appoints the following individ-
uals to the Commission on Review of
Overseas Military Facility Structure of
the United States: Al Cornella, of
South Dakota, and James A Thomson,
of California.

———

AUTHORIZING COMMITTEES TO
REPORT LEGISLATIVE AND EX-
ECUTIVE MATTERS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the Senate’s adjournment,
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committees be authorized to report
legislative and executive matters on
Friday, January 9, 2004, from 10 a.m. to
12 noon.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENTS BY
THE PRESIDENT OF THE SEN-
ATE, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SENATE PRO TEMPORE, AND
THE MAJORITY AND MINORITY
LEADERS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the recess or adjournment of
the Senate, the President of the Sen-
ate, the President of the Senate pro
tempore, and the majority and minor-
ity leaders be authorized to make ap-
pointments to commissions, commit-
tees, boards, conferences, or inter-
parliamentary conferences authorized
by law, by concurrent action of the two
Houses, or by order of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

AUTHORIZING THE MAJORITY
LEADER TO SIGN DULY EN-
ROLLED BILLS OR JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that during the ad-
journment of the Senate, the majority
leader be authorized to sign duly en-
rolled bills or joint resolutions.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXTENDING THE SPECIAL POST-
AGE STAMP FOR BREAST CAN-
CER RESEARCH

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. 2000, introduced earlier
today by Senators FEINSTEIN and
HUTCHISON.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2000) to extend the special post-
age stamp for breast cancer research for 2
years.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2000) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 2000

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. 2-YEAR EXTENSION OF POSTAGE

STAMP FOR BREAST CANCER RE-
SEARCH.

Section 414(h) of title 39, United States
Code, is amended by striking ‘2003 and in-
serting ‘2005,

The

S16159

SOCIAL SECURITY PROTECTION
ACT OF 2003

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
Calendar No. 349, H.R. 743.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 743) to amend the Social Secu-
rity Act and the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to provide additional safeguards for So-
cial Security and Supplemental Security In-
come beneficiaries with representative pay-
ees, to enhance program protections, and for
other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Finance, with an amendment to
strike all after the enacting clause and
inserting in lieu thereof the following;

[Strike the part shown in black
brackets and insert the part shown in
italic.]

H.R. 743

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

[SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS.

[(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited
as the ‘‘Social Security Protection Act of
2003”’.

[(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.
TITLE I—PROTECTION OF

BENEFICIARIES

Subtitle A—Representative Payees

101. Authority to reissue benefits mis-
used by organizational rep-
resentative payees.

Oversight of representative payees.

Disqualification from service as
representative payee of persons
convicted of offenses resulting
in imprisonment for more than
1 year or fleeing prosecution,
custody, or confinement.

Fee forfeiture in case of benefit
misuse by representative pay-
ees.

Liability of representative payees
for misused benefits.

Authority to redirect delivery of
benefit payments when a rep-
resentative payee fails to pro-
vide required accounting.

Subtitle B—Enforcement

Civil monetary penalty authority
with respect to wrongful con-
versions by representative pay-
ees.

TITLE II—PROGRAM PROTECTIONS

Sec. 201. Civil monetary penalty authority
with respect to knowing with-
holding of material facts.

Sec. 202. Issuance by Commissioner of Social
Security of receipts to ac-
knowledge submission of re-
ports of changes in work or
earnings status of disabled
beneficiaries.

Sec. 203. Denial of title IT benefits to persons
fleeing prosecution, custody, or
confinement, and to persons
violating probation or parole.

Sec. 204. Requirements relating to offers to
provide for a fee a product or

Sec.

102.
103.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 104.

Sec. 105.

Sec. 106.

Sec. 111.

service available without
charge from the Social Security
Administration.
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